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Name Lead 
Organisations Details Overview Focus Areas Key Dates

Commission on 
Sustainable Agriculture 
and Climate Change

CGIAR
CCAFS

Made up of 13 scientists and economists. 
Works with the Earth Science Partnership. 
Additional funding from the Global Donor 
Platform for Rural Development.

In the run up to COP17, the 
Commission will seek to build 
international consensus on a 
clear set of policy actions to 
help global agriculture adapt to 
climate change, achieve food 
security and reduce poverty 
and greenhouse gas emissions.

articulate scientific findings on the 
potential impact of climate change on 
food security globally and regionally. 

for dealing with these challenges for 
UNFCCC, Rio+20 and G20 members.

social scientists working in agriculture, 
climate, food and nutrition, economics, 
and natural resources.

Launched on 11 March 2011.
A year-long project.

International Task 
Force on Sustainable 
Consumption and 
Production (SCP) in Agri-
Food

UNEP $85,000 required for each Phase. Partners 
include European Commission, Consumers 
International, ICTSD, ISEAL Alliance, 
IUCN, South Centre, WWF, UNCTAD, 
UNDESA, UNEP, FAO, European Food SCP 

An international task force 
to facilitate the transition 
to more sustainable and 
resource-e!cient production 
and consumption pa"erns in 
the agri-food sector through 
the delivery of the Agri-Food 
Programme on SCP.

sustainable agri-food practices and 
products.

agri-food products and markets.

methods through market-based 
approaches.

partnerships (public-private and b2b).

makers, industry and others. 

Phase 1: Nov 13, 2010 – May 13, 2011
Phase 2: May 14, 2011 – May 16, 2012 
(leading up to Rio+20)
Phase 3: May 17, 2012 – Dec 31, 2013 
(post Rio+20)

UN High Level Panel on 
Global Sustainability 
(GSP)

UN Panel members include government 
leaders, climate advisors, 
environmentalists and ministers of foreign 

A group of renowned world 
figures brought together to 
formulate a new blueprint for a 
sustainable future on a planet 
under stress resulting from 
human activities.

carbon, green and resilient economy, 
especially for the most vulnerable. 

a green economy, including financing at 
global and national levels. 

and information by public and private 
entities.

Launched 9 August 2010.
To deliver a report of their findings by 
end of 2011. 

Commi!ees / Task Forces www.farmingfirst.org/greeneconomy
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Name Lead 
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Africa Investment 
Initiative

NEPAD and OECD Made up of 13 scientists and economists. 
Works with the Earth Science Partnership. 
Additional funding from the Global Donor 
Platform for Rural Development.

Calls for the need to mobilise 
green investment for growth 
and job creation in Africa. 

to spur investment.

investment in infrastructure.

agricultural sector for foreign and 
domestic investors.

and job creation.

Ministerial conference from 26-27 April 
2011 on green investment in Africa.

 The Astana Green Bridge 
Initiative

UNESCAP Partners include representatives of 
business, academia, and non-governmental 
organisations from Asia and Europe.

The first international 
agreement between Europe 
and Asia and the Pacific for 
environmental cooperation 
in the ecological use of 
natural resources, low carbon 
development, sustainable 
urban development, and the 
promotion of green business 
and green technology. 

sustainable initiatives including job 
creation in Asia’s energy e!ciency and 
renewable energy sectors. 

the Green Growth approach and 
development of a road map for 
implementation, including a Pacific 
Green Growth Partnership.

Launched October 2010.

BASD 2012 (Business 
Action for Sustainable 
Development)

and UN Global 
Compact

Working with 12 partners from 
various sectors in addition to the lead 
organisations 

recognised business and 
industry channel for Rio+20. 
It is a temporary coalition 
of business groups aimed 
at providing positive and 
constructive business input to 
the Rio+20 process. 

contributions to sustainable and 
inclusive markets and promote 
collaborative action between all 
stakeholders – business, government, 
civil society and consumers – towards 
greening economies.

Launched October 2010.

Developing Climate 
Change Resilience 

Rockefeller 
Foundation

Working with the Asian Cities Climate 
Change Resilience Network in Asia, and 
AGRA in Africa.

Strengthening the resilience of 
smallholder farmers to climate 
variability and change, focusing 
on Asian urban environments, 
African agriculture and US 
policy.

development organisations in Africa 
integrate climate change resilience 
measures into their practice.

African countries to build resilience to 
climate change.

evidence base, policy environment 
and capacity to promote agricultural 
resilience-building in Africa.

www.farmingfirst.org/greeneconomyCampaigns / Initiatives
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 Name Lead 
Organisations Details Overview Focus Areas Key Dates

Global Green Growth 
Platform OECD other organisations to join.

A new global knowledge 
platform for governments, 
international aid agencies, and 
other development partners, 
aimed at fostering green 
growth.

of the past with the international 
community.

2011.

Green Growth Strategy OECD Launched at OECD Week in May 2011, 
where green growth was a key theme. 

Calls for adjustments in 
the agri-food supply chain 
that are economically and 
environmentally sustainable 
as well as equitable, in order to 
lead to green growth.

markets and institutions, technological 
innovations, and the dissemination of 
knowledge.

actions, including policies to improve 
the e!ciency of natural resource use, 
minimise waste in the food supply chain, 
and foster innovation and productivity 
growth in both OECD and non-OECD 
countries.

provided to inputs used in agriculture 
and outputs produced.

To release from 2011-2013 the Green 
Growth Strategy Synthesis Report 
along with supporting materials 
emerging out of the 2011 Ministerial 
Council meeting.

Green Jobs Initiative ILO Partners include UNEP, Intl Trade Union 
Confederation (ITUC) and Intl Org. of 
Employers (IOE).

"Towards decent work in a 
sustainable, low-carbon world”: 
promoting green jobs that 
contribute to preserving or 
restoring the quality of the 
environment.

environment and stabilise the climate 
while providing well-being for all.

conservation, water e!ciency, organic 
growing methods, reducing farm-to-
market distance.

scale family farms, organic production, 
adaptation to climate change. 

www.farmingfirst.org/greeneconomy

10

9

8

Campaigns / Initiatives

* Compiled from public sources for informational purposes only.  
Please consult materials provided by each programme for verification of any details.



Name Lead 
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Agricultural Development 
Initiative – Progress 
Reports

Gates Foundation
IRRI, TechnoServe Inc.

As part of the Gates 

new ways to share lessons 
with the public, they track 

that represent their work in 
agricultural development. The 
Progress Reports summarise 
this work.

Assuring Food Security 
in Developing Countries 
under the Challenges of 
Climate Change

UNCTAD A new UNCTAD discussion paper by Ulrich Addresses key trade and 
development issues for the 
transformation of agriculture 
to become an essential part of 
the solution to climate change.   

production systems that also considerably improve the productivity of small-scale 
farmers. 

international level. 

Climate-Smart 
Agriculture:
Policies, Practices and 
Financing for Food 
Security, Adaptation and 
Mitigation

FAO Prepared as the technical input for the 

Security and Climate Change.
technical, institutional, policy 
and financial responses 
required to achieve a 
transformation to climate-
smart agriculture.

challenges of food security and climate change.

systems to climate-smart production systems.

the adequate support in transitioning to climate-smart agriculture. 

Climate-Smart Growth 
Agriculture, Food Security and Climate 
Change.

A background paper on the 
challenges and the practical 
successes that countries 

towards “climate smart” 
agriculture.

in moving towards “climate smart” agriculture while addressing the needs of food 
security and broader development.

newer financing instruments for both food security and climate smart growth.

Greening the Economy 
with Agriculture (GEA)

FAO To help guide the UNCSD Green Economy 
roadmap. Collaborating with partners for 
GEA studies.

To contribute to the definition 
and implementation of the 
green economy, producing a 
GEA Roadmap for 2050 based 
on the findings of the FAO/

The Roadmap will constitute 
the formal food and agriculture 
sector contribution to Rio+20.

e!ciencies throughout the food value chain. 

chains. 

stakeholders. 

Measuring the Values of 
Land

UNCCD A summary of the discussions 
and recommendations from 
the meeting that took place 

Meeting on the Economics 
of Desertification, Land 
Degradation and Droughts.

will enable decision-makers to adequately strengthen rural development and 
global food security. 

www.farmingfirst.org/greeneconomyPapers / Reports
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Name Lead 
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Rio 2012: Water Resource 
Report

UN Water UN member countries through a global 
survey. Report will be used as the basis 
for decision-making by the UNCSD and 
national governments.

the global survey, UN Water 
will be delivering a “status 
report” at Rio+20, to assess 
progress and outcomes on the 
application of approaches to 
the development, management 
and use of water resources.

(pending)

Rising Global Interest 
in Farmland: Can it 
Yield Sustainable and 
Equitable Benefits?

Asking the question “Can it Yield A multi-country analysis of 
large-scale land acquisitions, 
complemented by a review 
of the policy framework and 
an assessment of global land 
availability based on agro-
ecological simulations.

development and to support smallholder productivity.

 The Road to Rio+20: For 
a Development-led Green 
Economy

UNCTAD Working with UNDESA, UNEP, UNDP, UN 
regional commissions, WTO, and ITC.

A collection of articles 
discussing how to manage a 
transition towards a green 
economy. The first in a series of 
publications.

competitiveness and the relationship between green economy and sustainable 
development. 

environmentally friendly agricultural goods and renewable energy.

TEEB for Business Report UN Green 
Economy Initiative

UN Green Economy Initiative Partners 

European Commission, Norwegian 

of the Environment of Japan, Swiss 

A global study, initiated 
by the G8 and 5 major 
developing economies, to 
build an economics case for 
ecosystems and biodiversity 
conservation of ecosystems.

recognise certified agricultural products as the largest market.

business imperative to deliver profits can be realigned with conservation and 
sustainable use of biological resources. 

Towards a Green Economy UNEP A report covering many sectors including 
agriculture, with $108 billion proposed for 
agricultural development (2% of global 
GDP divided between 10 key sectors).

The case for investing in “green 
agriculture”.

Transition to a Green 
Economy

UNDESA, UNEP 
and UNCTAD

To inform the UNCSD Green Economy 
Roadmap to 2050 (pending).

A summary of background 
papers to help establish a 
common vision on the green 
economy and concrete targets 
and timelines.

assist farmers in marketing, credit, subsidies, infrastructure and insurance.

www.farmingfirst.org/greeneconomy
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The transition to a green economy is fundamental for addressing the social, environmental, and economic pillars of 
sustainable development.

As a sector, agriculture is essential to the green economy. With a predicted 9 billion people by 2050, agricultural 
production will have to increase to meet new demands, for food, feed, fuel and fibre. Agriculture must not only meet 
demand – it must also do so while minimising its environmental footprint and creating sustainable livelihoods for farmers 
and others along the supply chain.

In a time of food insecurity and with the largest share of its population in developing countries living in rural areas, the 

reduction through improved rural livelihoods, and environmental sustainability through reduced footprint of production 
and climate change adaptation.

Agriculture by nature represents a mosaic of solutions and practices, focused on farmer needs and knowledge sharing. 

moving and they will need support to continuously improve.

Agriculture in a green economy means a broad-based, knowledge-centred approach to agricultural development. Key to 
achieving this goal is a focus on:

The Farming First coalition supports the implementation of the outcomes of CSD17 on agriculture as the basis for any 
outcome on agriculture for Rio+20.

Recommendations to Policymakers

As global leaders prepare to meet at the Rio+20 (UNCSD) summit in 2012, they should not neglect the central role of 
agriculture in delivering a green economy and to the role of farmers as drivers of these changes.

of sustainable development and poverty eradication”.
 
1. Reducing poverty
 Make agriculture a driver for poverty reduction by ensuring policies link producers to markets and enable value to be 
created throughout the supply chain to help create income opportunities and diversify rural activities.

2. Enhancing sustainable productivity
The world will need to produce more with less to meet demand and reduce its environmental footprint. Increasing 
production and productivity should be a priority to protect habitat.

3.       Innovation, Research and Extension Services

Farming First

Farming First is a global coalition representing the world’s farmers, scientists, engineers and industry as well as 
agricultural development organisations. Farming First calls for a broad- based, knowledge-centred approach to increase 
agricultural output in a sustainable and socially responsible manner. 
To view Farming First’s position on the green economy, visit: www.farmingfirst.org/green-economy

Web: www.farmingfirst.org
Twi!er: @FarmingFirst
Email: info@farmingfirst.org
Farming First TV: www.farmingfirst.tv
Supporter List: www.farmingfirst.org/supporters


